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e° «(SURVEY PARTY FINDS NOTE LEFT BY FAMOUS ARCTIC EXPLORER 


Bef) 
Deep inside Canada's arctic on a tiny, unnamed island off the northwest cost of 


table-flat Prince Patrick Island, a knot of men huddled over a crisp, bluish scrap of 


o & Mines’ 


paper extracted seconds earlier from a rusted cocoa tin found beneath a small stone cairn. 


The finger of one of the men travelled slowly beneath the neatly penned lines 


pie 


"have on hand about five days' provisions for men and dogs, but are depending on seals for 


Tackle? Serbeys: 


food and are burning blubber. Have on hand 100 pounds of seal meat and 75 pounds of 


Chnadag . 


blubber. Men, sleds and all dogs (13) well u 
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The men were members of a Department of Mines and Technical Surveys 
topographical party working on the Polar Continental Shelf Project, an extensive scientific 
investigation of the continental shelf, north and west of the arctic archipelago, the waters 
above, and the adjacent islands and seas. 

Aim of the project is to obtain accurate and detailed knowledge of the physical 
aspects and resources of the Canadian sector of the Arctic Ocean and the lands beneath 
and adjacent to it for scientific, strategic and economic reasons. Toward this end, a 
long-term, combined survey and research program is now in its third year and includes 


oceanography, hydrography, submarine geology, terrestrial geology, seismic studies, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/surveypartyfindsOOunse 


gravity investigations, magnetism, physiography of the land forms, glaciology on the 
Meighen ice cap, sea-ice studies, marine biology, botany and entomology. 

The note found by the survey party represents another link established by the 
Department's scientific expeditions with past dramas of the Canadian arctic. It was left by 
members of the first Arctic expedition sponsored by the Canadian Government nearly half 
a century ago. 

Author of the note was Vilhjalmur Stefansson, leader of the Canadian Arctic 
Expedition, as it was known, whose men built the cairn containing the note on their visit 
by dog team and sledge 46 years ago to the remote little island in Satellite Bay, off Point 
McClintock. 

Stefansson, a Canadian of Icelandic extraction, has written numerous books and 
articles on the arctic and now lives in retirement in New Hampshire. His note and the 
containers have been turned over to the Dominion Archives. 

In announcing discovery of the cairn and its contents, Mines and Technical 
Surveys Minister Paul Comtois said Stefansson's note ''is a testimonial to the 
perseverance, bravery and navigational skill of a great explorer whose findings have 
proved most valuable to the Polar Continental Shelf Project and other Canadian arctic 
expeditions." 

Mr. Comtois said finding of the cairn coincided with completion of an accurate 
survey along the entire northwest edge of the country from Banks Island in the south to 
Ellesmere Island. 

To complete this survey, the Department's topographical team has extended its 
tellurometer and theodolite control traverse along the entire ocean front of the Canadian 
arctic archipelago -- from Ellesmere Island in the northeast, to Banks Island in the 


southwest through the weather stations of Isachsen on Ellef Ringnes Island and Mould 
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Bay on Prince Patrick Island. It was during one of a series of flights over Prince Patrick 
Island to establish a chain of survey stations that the team, comprising the pilot, George 
Burry, of Uranium City; surveyors Frank Hunt and Bryan Boyd, and oceanographer 
Arthur Collin, all of Ottawa, sighted the cairn. 

Stefansson's note, written in ink in a neat, easily legible style, was dated 
June 14, 1915 and reads; 

"S. Storkerson, Ole Andreasen, C. Thomsen and V. Stefansson of the Canadian 
Arctic Expedition are camped on this island today, June 13, at camp bearing 96 degrees, 
distant between four and five miles from the west end of this island we got N. Lat. 77 
degrees, 23 minutes, 53 seconds; W. Long. 118 degrees, 50 minutes. Our time is 
probably somewhat in error. We intend going a few miles north of Irelands Eye if we 
find landfast ice, thence towards Markham Island, then south through Hecla and Griper 
Bay somewhat west of Markham Island, across Melville Island to Winter Harbor to check 
our longitudes, then to Mercy Bay and Cape Kellett, the winter quarters of the expedition, 
which we left February 20 last. We have on hand about five days' provisions for men 
and dogs, but are depending on seals for food and are burning blubber. Have on hand 
100 pounds seal meat and 75 pounds blubber. 

Men, sleds and ail dogs (13) well." 

(Signed) V. Stefansson, 
Commander, Canadian Arctic Expedition 

"To the finder; Please forward this to the Hon. the Minister of Naval Service, 
Ottawa, Canada." 

No less remarkable than the discovery intact of the cairn and the note, is the 
accuracy with which Stefansson established his position, despite adverse navigational 


circumstances. Using a pocket chronometer, described as crude by comparison with | 
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today's instrument, and unable to check its accuracy, having been away from his main 
base for four months, Stefansson in his calculations came relatively close to his exact 
position. 

Frank Hunt, a member of the survey party which found the cairn, saida 
tellurometer traverse of the site showed Stefansson's determination of his position to be 
24 miles too far west and 5.7 miles too far south. . Stefansson's note intimates his time 
might have been wrong and Hunt has calculated that the error in Stefansson's position 
could be accounted for if his chronometer had been six minutes, 52 seconds slow. 

Commenting on the find, Dr. E. F. Roots, co-ordinator of the Polar Continental 
Shelf Project, said: 'tConsidering the time since he left his last knowposition, the abuse 
his chronometer would be subjected to through sledge travel and the fact he had no way of 
checking the instrument, Stefansson performed an excellent job of establishing his 
position."' 

After discovery of Stefansson's note in a well-preserved tea tin inside the half- 
pound cocoa tin, Collin wrote the following note, tucked it in a coffee jar and placed it in 
a cairn rebuilt with the same stones used by Stefansson's party. 

Collin's note reads: 

"A party of the Polar Continental Shelf Project of the Department of Mines and 
Technical Surveys landed herzin the Otter C F-JXR on April 7 at 2130 Z, Pilot G.H. 
Burry. We found Dr. Stefansson's message in the cairn and will turn the original over 


to the Canadian Government. We are now proceeding to Mould Bay. 
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Members of the party: 
George Burry 
Frank Hunt 
Bryan Boyd 


Arthur Collin 


Our_main base is at Isachsen, Ellef Ringnes Island."! 
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